PHYSICAL FEATURES DICTIONARY
	Term
	Definition

	Plateau
	Large land area with a relatively flat surface that is raised above the rest of the land on at least one side

	Tributary
	A stream or river that flows into a larger “parent” river

	Canyon
	A deep, narrow valley with steep sides; often has a stream flowing through it

	Mountain
	A landmass that projects above its surroundings and is higher than a hill

	Hill
	Rounded elevation but smaller than a mountain

	Valley
	Low point in the earth’s surface usually between ranges of hills or mountains

	Mountain range
	Chain of mountains

	Glacier
	A large body of ice moving slowly down a slope or valley or spreading outward on a land surface

	Fjord
	A narrow inlet of the sea between cliffs or steep slopes

	Cliffs
	A very steep, vertical, or overhanging face of rock, earth, or ice

	Sea
	A body of salty water that is smaller than an ocean; may be partially or completely landlocked

	Plain
	A large area of level or rolling treeless land

	Lake
	An inland body of standing water

	Reef
	A chain or rocks or coral or a ridge of sand at or near the surface of water

	Cape
	A point or extension of land jutting out into the water

	Harbor
	A part of a body of water protected and deep enough to allow a boat to anchor

	Bay
	An inlet of the sea or other body of water usually smaller than a gulf

	Delta
	Triangular-shaped deposits of sand and other sediment at the mouth of a river

	Coast
	The land near a shore

	Basin
	The entire part of the land drained by a river and its tributaries

	Peninsula
	A portion of land nearly surrounded by water and connected to the rest of the land by an isthmus

	Isthmus
	A narrow strip of land connecting two larger land areas

	Island
	A piece of land surrounded by water and smaller than a continent

	Archipelago
	A chain of islands

	Strait
	A narrow passageway connecting two large bodies of water

	Source
	The origin (beginning) of a stream of water

	Mouth
	The place where a stream of water enters a larger body of water

	Dune
	A hill or ridge of sand piled up by the wind

	Volcano
	A  vent in the crust of the earth from which molten or hot rock and steam come

	Mesa
	A flat-topped elevation of land that is smaller than a plateau

	Desert
	A dry (arid) land with little plant life

	Oasis
	A fertile or green area in an arid region (such as a desert)

	Gulf
	A part of the ocean or sea extending into the land


