

URBAN SPRAWL IN NORTH AMERICA:

WHERE WILL IT END?

Name: ______________________________________________________________________  Hour: ________

Directions: Use your book, Geoterms, and Reading Notes to complete the following study guide.  Use it to review for your test.  It will be collected for a grade.

1. Define the following terms:

a. Urban:
found or living in the city



b. Rural:
found in or living in areas that are not close to cities (i.e., countryside)



c. Urban sprawl:
the rapid, often poorly planned spread of development from an urban area outward into rural areas



d. Urban core:
the older part of a big city; often the urban core serves as the downtown or central business district of a city



e. Urban fringe:
the ring of small towns and suburbs that surround a big city



f. Rural fringe:
the small towns, farms, and open spaces that lie just beyond a city’s suburbs



g. Metropolitan area:
a major population center made up of a large city and the smaller suburbs and towns that surround it












2. Complete the following chart with the advantages and disadvantages of urban growth. (5.3)


	Advantages of Urban Growth (
	Disadvantages of Urban Growth (

	Creates needed homes

Land in rural areas is cheaper than city land

Building costs in the country are lower than in the city

Many people want homes outside the cities because they think they are better places to raise families

Creates jobs for construction workers

People who move in spend money on things like furniture and garden supplies, which helps local businesses

Homeowners pay taxes, which help fund roads, schools, and other city services
	Urban sprawl damages the environment by damaging the habitats for plants and animals

People must rely more on cars for transportation, which creates traffic jams and air pollution

People in small towns see an increase in taxes when people move in, since this money is needed to pay for roads, schools, and other services required when a small town suddenly grows




3. Complete the following analogy:
Rural is to country as urban is to city.


4. Describe the details of Portland’s smart growth approach to land use planning. (5.5)
Portland created land use planning laws using an approach called “smart growth,” which is controlling sprawl by making better use of land that has already been developed.  Portland created urban growth boundaries, which are legal borders between urban land and rural land.  Development is allowed on land inside the growth boundary, but not on the rural land.  They created a public transit system with buses and streetcars.  They also used mixed-use developments, which combines housing and businesses in one area.  This allows people to walk more instead of relying on cars, thus cutting down on traffic and air pollution.




5. Define and explain the purpose of urban growth boundaries. (5.5)

a. Definition:
A legal border that separates urban land from rural land; new development is allowed inside the boundary, but not on rural land outside it



b. Purpose (how they were used in Portland, Oregon):
An urban growth boundary was drawn around Portland and several of its suburbs.  Voters also created a regional government called Metro to plan growth inside the growth boundary.



6. Define and explain the purpose of infill: (5.7)

a. Definition:
Filling in empty or run-down parts of a city with new development, such as building an apartment high-rise on an empty lot.



b. Purpose (how they used it in Toronto, Ontario):
In 1965, Toronto began to use infill to renew its urban core as opposed to allowing urban sprawl.



7. Where was Atlanta, Georgia, expanding during the 1990s? (5.8)
Atlanta was spreading out as far as the rural fringe.



8. Draw a pie chart that shows a split of 75% urban and 25% rural.  

a. Pie chart:




b. Explain what this would mean in terms of where people lived:
The majority of the people (75%) lived in cities/suburbs, while 25% lived in the countryside.




9. [image: image2.jpg]


Label the following picture of a city with the following components: (5.2)


a. Urban core

b. Urban fringe

c. Rural fringe









10. Look at the diagram and caption on page 80.  Explain how the rail lines, highways, and expressways affect the urban core, urban fringe, and rural fringe.
The urban core began to expand along rail lines and highways, resulting in urban fringe.  Over time, growth pushed out into the rural fringe.  People can move into the city via the expressways, highways, and rail lines.


11. Look at the map on page 81 and read the caption.  What do the clusters of red dots represent?
metropolitan areas in Canada and the US


12. Look at the attached maps of Phoenix, Arizona, and answer the following questions:

a. How did Phoenix, Arizona, change between 1955 and 1995?  Use details from the map.
The Phoenix metropolitan area expanded greatly between 1955 and 1995.  Agricultural areas decreased as urban areas grew into them.  Urban areas also pressed into parts of the desert.

b. Explain how these changes would affect people who live in this area.
More homes for people looking for a new place to live, fewer farmlands, more difficult to provide basic city services to people in the area, and lots of jobs for construction workers.

[image: image1.png]Metropolltan Phoenix, 1955

Source: Central Arizona-Phoenix Long Term Ecological Research Historic Landuse Phase I Report, 1998 (revised 3/24/99).

Metropohtan Phoenix, 1995





_1385966238.bin

