The Five Themes of Geography Movie Notes
· Geography: the study of the earth’s surface and how people use it

· Five themes are five ways of looking at the earth to help us understand it

· Theme 1 = Place: what is a place like there? 

· What kinds of features does it have?  How is it unique from other places?

· Physical features: formed by nature 

· Landforms – landforms, valleys, and plains

· Bodies of water – oceans, lakes

· Natural resources – things found in nature that people use

· Climate – the kind of weather a place has over time

· Human features: made by people

· Buildings, highways, airports

· Number of people who live in an area

· What people do 

· Culture and heritage 

· Borders for states and countries (made by people, but may follow physical features)

· Theme 2 = Location: where is the place?

· Using direction to locate a place (north, south, east, and west = cardinal directions)

· Using longitude and latitude 

· East-to-west lines = latitude lines

· North-to-south lines = longitude lines

· Using numbers and street names (e.g., 123 Main Street)
· Landmarks – using what is next to or near a place (e.g., my house is next to the high school)

· Theme 3 = Human-environment interactions: how do people affect the earth, and how does the earth affect people?

· Environment: everything that surrounds us, including all of the places where people, plants, and animals live

· People can change their environment by using lands, or by preserving land

· The environment can also affect people – weather, mountains, and oceans; can help us to decide what to wear, what homes to live in, types of jobs, and foods to eat

· Physical environment can also make life difficult with bad weather, or they can affect how much water we have

· Physical environment also provide things that help us, such as fresh water to drink or hills that protect us from the wind

· Theme 4 = Movement: how do people, ideas, and goods move from place to place?

· People interact every day – talk, buy, play

· People travel every day 

· People send goods from place to place – planes, ships, trains

· People send ideas by using phones or computers, as well as newspapers, radios, and TVs

· Movement can affect people and how places grow and change

· Physical features can also affect the movement of people, goods, and ideas

· Rivers – may make it easier to move goods

· Mountains – may make movement more difficult

· Easier to move goods with places near bodies of water and trains

· Ideas travel between states, countries, and continents; since these ideas travel, we can group places into regions to make them easier to see their similarities and study them

· Theme 5 = Region: geographers divide the world into regions to show how places are alike and different from each other 

· Organizing places in the world into small groups

· Region: area with at least one common feature that makes it different than other regions around it 

· Can be based on…

· Physical features, like landforms, climate, or plants

· Industries

· Places people live, such as urban (city), suburban, and rural (countryside)

· Culture and language

· Clear political boundaries – counties, states, and larger regions within a country (e.g., Midwestern part of the United States)

· Regions can overlap, so it’s possible to be in several regions at once (for example, you live in a city, county, state, region, and country – these are all different regions that overlap)

